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IN SENATE 


THE UNITED STATES. 


April 14th, 1810. 


Mr. Anderson, from the committee appointed to inquire whether any and if aiiv 
what alterations are necessary to be made in the act for establishing trading 
houses with the Indian tribes, and the several acts supplementary thereto, 


The following letters for publication 


SIR, 


COMMITTEE CHAMBER, 

April 3d, 1810. 


/ AM directed by the committee to whom has been referred, a reso¬ 
lution of Senate, to inquire whether any, and if any, what alterations areneces- 
sary to be made, in the act establishing trading houses with the Indian tribes 
iwfng^nts SUp P lement ^ theret °> t0 ask formation of you upon the 

What number of trading houses have been established, under the act for 
establishing trading houses with the Indian tribes? 

At what places have the trading houses been established > 

V\ hat number of agents have been employed, and what compensation has 
been annually allowed them respectively? 1 *■ 

l /! the , a Tn a l. C0m P enSati0n allowed them exceeds ten thousand dollars at 

$££Z*2S3g$' commence> andby what was ^at^eS 

have™rendered? State ° f ^ tradin S fund ’ at the >** date that accounts 
the d!min t uiiom Pltal St ° Ck ^ diminished > and if il has > what is the amount of 

Accept assurance of my high respect. 

JOS. ANDERSON, 

Chairman of the Committee. 

General Mason, 

Superintendent of Indian Trade. 
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IKBLAN TttADE OFFICE, 

12th April, 1810. 


IN reply to the several inquiries made by the letter you did me the 
honor to address me on the 3d instant 1 h»ve to state, th;4 since the commence¬ 
ment of the system, flu Wen trading houses with the Indian tribes have been es¬ 
tablished. at the periods and in the positions enumerated below :— 

At Colerain. on the river St Mary’s, in the state of Georgia, in the year 1795. 
\t Tellico lllock House, irt the South Western territory, in the year 1795. 

U Fort St. Stephens, on the Alobije. in the,Mississippi territory, in the year 
1802. 

At Chickasaw Blufl's, on the Mississi pp i, in the Mississippi territory, in theyear 


At Fort Wayne, on the Miami of the Lakes, in the Indiana territory, in the 



1CIVT “ 

At Natchitoches, on the lied river, in the territory of Orleans, in the year 180,5. 
At llclle Fontaine, mouth of the Missouri, in the territory of Louisiana, in the 


year 1805. 

At Chicago, on Lake Michigan, in the Indiana territory,’in the v«tr 180.5. 

At Sandusky, lake Erie, in the state of Ohio, in the year 1800. 

At the island of Michilimackinac, lake Huron, in the Michigan territory, in the 

year 1808 . 

At Fort Osage, on the Missouri, territory of Louisiana, in the year 1808. 

At Fort Madison, on the Upper Mississippi, territory of Louisiana, in 1808. 

Of these, twp taw hoeimbsoontlliUVtl'; (that at Detroit in 180.5, and that at 
Belle Fontaine ii\ 1808—and two have been removed ; that established originally 
ut Colerain, on the St. Mary's, to Fort Wilkinson, on the Oconee, in 1797 ; find 
again from that place to Fort Hawkins, on the Oakmulgec, in 1806 ; and that ori- 
gmallv established «trtlV4lico. to the Hi was -xv. of the Tennessee, in 1807. 

There are now ih operation twelvc trading houses, viz : at Fort'Hawkins, at 
lltavas-see, at Fort St. Stephens, at Chickasaw Bluffs, at Fort Wayne, at Ar 
kensa, at M«tdhitoelu*Su at OhioagiVut Stlriduskv. at Miehilimackinar, at Fort O- 
sage, and at Fort Madison. 

There have been employed, in all Cases, a principal agent at each house, and 
in most cases an assistant agent or clerk tit each—the compensation allowed, has 
been from $ 7.50 to $ 12.50 per annum, to the principal agents, and from $ 2.50 to 
tftioo per annum, 10’the ihm cant agents Or ■clerks, exclusive of rations, or allow 
ance for rations, paid out of the funds ofihls establishment. 

It’dries not appear that the annual compensation allowed to agents and as¬ 
sistant agents or clerks, exceeded the stmv often thousand dollars, until the year 
180.5 ; previous to which time, as has been said, sjx trading houses had been es¬ 
tablished ; during that year, four additional houses were set up, and otic discon 
tinned, leaving then in opcratipp.nine houses : at this time, the allowance of ra¬ 
tions was commuted to money, at fixed rates per annum ; and the compensations 
paid during the 1 alter part of this year (1805), stood thus:_ 


8 agents, at S 1,000 per annum. 

8,000 

1 agent, at . <y . 

. 1,250 

7 assistants, at S 500, .... 

3,500 

V< M .801 • . 

. 400 


$ 13,150 
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Allowance for subsistence, in lieu of rations. 

9 agents, at S 365 per annum, . $ 3,285 

6 assistants, at 150,. 900 

1 assistant, at .... 180 

$ 4,365 

This commutation for rations, and these rates and amounts of compensation 
were directed to he paid by order of the secretary of war. The allowance to a- 
gents and their assistants or clerks, has been increased from that time, as addi 
tional trading houses have been set up; and there are payable for the current year, 
to the persons and at the posts named in the paper marked A, sent herewith, and 


as there shewn in detail:— 

For salaries, . . . $ 14,750 

For subsistence, ...... 5,475 

Together, 4120,225 


For the further information of the honorable committee, 1 beg leave to annex 
copies of three communications, made by inc as to these salaries and other sub 
jects relating to the business of this office; the one dated 18th January and 1st 
February, 1808, addressed to the secretary of war, and by him submitted to the 
committee of the House of Representatives on Indian affairs; one other dated 16th 
January, 1809, and addressed to the honorable Mr. Newton, chairman of the 
committee of commerce and manufactures, of the same body, at their next session; 
and one other dated 29th January, 1810, to the secretary of the treasury. 

As to the state of the trading fund, it is not practicable, while the business is 
actually going on at so many different and distant points, to make up, at any giv¬ 
en period, an accurate account—all that can be done on this subject, has been now 
attempted; to shew by the last accounts received, and by estimate of property on 
hand of uncertain value, of the debts due, and of the unsettled accounts, the 
probable state of this fund. 

The general statement, sent herewith, having reference to various abstracts 
annexed for particulars, comprehends all the property and cash on hand, as well 
at the factories and in the hands of agents at other places, as at this office, deduc¬ 
tions by estimate for losses being first made, leave for the probable amount of the 
fund, as existing on the 31st December last, 235,461 dollars 64 cents. 

The amount of the capital stock employed is not shewn by any books or do¬ 
cuments in this office ; the business of the trading houses having been previous to 
the year 1806, conducted by the purveyor of the public supplies, and others under 
the direction of the secretary of war, the books and documents relating to them, 
have been but partially deposited with the superintendent of Indian trade. 

, Rut considering the amount of the different appropriations to the trading fund 
to be 300,000 dollars, and that the whole of this has been drawn from the trea¬ 
sury, and placed from time to time in the hands of the public agents for the pur¬ 
pose of Indian trade, except 20,000 dollars of the appropriations of the last year, as 
is believed to be the fact; the capital stock, wherewith is to be compared the esti¬ 
mate of the present state of the fund now submitted, will be 280,000 dollars ; and 
that estimate amounting to 235,461 dollars 64 cents, the probable diminution will 
appear to have been 44,538 dollars 36 cents, since the commencement of the es 
tablishment. 

With very great respect, 

I have the honor to be, 

Sir, 

Ypur obedient servant. 

J. MASON. 

The honorable Joseph Anderson, 

Chairman oj the committee of the Senate on Indian affairs. 
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GENERAL STATEMENT. 

The following Statement exhibits the amount of property on 
hand, belonging to the United States’ Indian Trading 
House Establishment, (as more particularly shewn by 
the abstracts referred to) on the 31st December, 1809. 


Amount property of various kinds on hand at the trading 
houses, per abstract B, - - ‘ 

Amount peltries in the hands of Thomas Bourke, agent, Savan¬ 
nah, per - ditto C, - ' 

Amount peltries &c. in the hands of Joseph Saul, agent. Ncw- 
Orleans, per ditto D, _ ' 

Amount of goods on the way to the factories, per ditto E, 
Amount merchandise, cash and other balances on the books 
of the superintendent, per ditto F, - - 

Amount furs and peltries in the hands of ditto, per ditto G, 

Dolls. Cts. 

124,041 10 

85 

39,010 62 
25,519 16 

57.084 45 
8,150 

Less amount balances on the books of the superintendent, due 
to sundry persons, per abstract 11, 

253,890 33 

8,428 69 

Deduct amount of salary and subsistence money due to agents 
and assistants at the trading houses, and other balances, 
amounts unascertained, unpaid at the end of the year^ es¬ 
timated at , -. f 

245,461 64 

10,000 

Dollars, 

235,461 64 


NOTE—No returns from three of the trading houses, viz. at Fort Wayne, 
Fort Osage and Fort Hawkins, later than the 30th September, have been received; 
but as it is believed the result will not be materially alfected, they have been 
considered with the-others, as of the 31st December. 

There is an unsettled account with the war department for articles occa¬ 
sionally furnished to this establishment on one side, and on the other, for goods 
furnished and debts given in at Indian treaties; the balance is not believed to 
be against this office. 















(A,) 

The following Statement shews the sum payable for the sa¬ 
lary and subsistence of the United States’ Indian factors 
and their assistants, for the year 1810. 


Oakmulge factory, Jonathan I Instead, factor, salary 
subsistence 

Charles Magnan, assistant, salary 
subsistence 

Highwassee factory, Nicholas Byers, factor, salary 

subsistence ■ ... - 

Arthur II. Henley, assistant, sakry 
subsistenee 

Chickasaw factory, David Hogg, factor, salary 
subsistence 

Robert P. Bayly, assistant, salary 
subsistence 

Chaktaw factory. Geo : S. Gaines, factor, salary- 
subsistence 

Thomas Malone, assistant, salary-, 

. \ subsistence 


John B. Treat, factor, salary- 
subsistence 

James B. Waterman, assistant, salary- 
subsistence 

Geo : C. Sibley, factor, salary- 
subsistence 

Isaac Rawlings, assistant, salary- 
subsistence 


Osage factory, 


Fort Wayne factory, John Johnston, factor, salary 
subsistence 

William Oliver, clerk, salary 

subsistence , 

Chicago factory, 


Sanduskey factory, Samuel Tupper, factor, salary , - 750 

subsistence . j - 250 

; ...".'..1' Clerk salary ’ ' - ‘ 250 

subsistence - - -I 130 

Michilimackinac factory, Joseph B. Varnum, jr. factor, salary 1,000 
subsistence 365 


1,380 

1,365 


Dollars, 20,225 












ABSTRACT of property on hand and debts due at the 
different trading houses, at the dates against each, per 
the inventories and accounts rendered the superintendent 
of Indian Trade, by the factors. 


December 31 st, 


September 30th, 


Higlwassee Factory. 

Amount of merchandise on hand 

this day, per inventory, 1,134 59J 
Furs, peltries and bees-wax, 2,277 42 
Cash, - - - 142 74J 

Debts due the factory, exclusive of 
an unsettled account with the 
military, Indian and war de¬ 
partments, - - 423 02 

Furniture, - - - 169 

Factory buildings, - - 1,289 55 


Factory at Fort Hawkins, on the Ocmulgee. 

Merchandise on hand, per inven¬ 
tory of this date, - 2,375 99f 

Furs and peltries, 5,397 

Cash, - - - 199 29 t 5 j 

Debts, - - - 206 48£ 

Factory buildings, - 463 03] 


Chalet aw Factory. 

Amount of merchandise on hand, 

per inventory of this date, 2,936 60 
Furs, peltries and other produce, 7,665 07 
Debts due the factory, - 3,227 85 

Cash on hand, 696 46 

Natchitoches Factory. 

Merchandise on hand this day, 
per inventory, . 2,638 99 

- 10,797 38 

200 611 
1,046 671 
200 

2,012 55 


Furs, peltries, &c. 
Cash, 

Debts, 

Furniture, 

Factory buildings, 


Amount carried/oruard, 
















Abstract (B) continued. 


1809. 

Amount brought forward. 


Arkansas Factory. 

December 31st, 

Merchandise on hand, per inven¬ 
tory of this date, - - 3,561 63 

Debts, - - - 2,860 31 

Furniture, - - - 194 94^ 

Factory buildings, estimated at 800 


Factory at Chickasaw Bluffs. 


Merchandise on hand, per inven¬ 
tory of this date, - - 6,030 79 

Furs, peltries and other produce, 5,779 79 
Cash, - - - 568 84 

Debts, -, - - 4,768 84 

Factory buildings, estimated at 500 


Osage Factory. 

September 30th, 

Merchandise on hand this day, 

per inventory, - - 17,982 81 

Furs and peltries, &c. on hand 2,691 50 
Debts due the factory, - 473 25 

Factory buildings, estimated at 1,000 


Le Main Factory. 

Merchandise on hand, per inven¬ 
tory of this date, - 10,276 41 

Furs, peltries, &c. on hand, - ■ 5,116 96 
Debts due the factory, - 759 51 

Cash On hand, - - - 333 50 

.Factory buildings, - 500 


Fort Wayne Factory. 
Merchandise, peltries, &c. on hand, 

per inventory,. -y - 5,020 75 
Debts, as per returns of March 

last, (1809,) - - 2,112 72 

Factory buildings, estimated at 500 

:'! i '- • — 
AFichilimakinak Factory. 

. Merchandise on hand, per inven- . 

tory of this date, t - - - 15p77 44 

_ Furs and peltries, &c. - - 60 50 

Cash on hand, - - 156 52 

v pebts due.the-factory, - - 584 99 


Amount carried forward, 


December . 31st, 



October- 5th, 


December !31st # 

i 87 

-o «i.o:. ;_ 

;o ui.wi 


7,416 88 


17,648 26 


22,147 56 

.0081 

•radmio-.O 


16,986 38 


7,633 47 


16,379 45 
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Abstract (B) continued. 


December 31st, 


July 

1st, 

1809. 


December 

31st, 


4,378 34 
877 62* 
401 66* 
1,185 39 
134 31 
500 


Amount brought forward, 
Chicago Factory. 

Merchandise on hand, per inven¬ 
tory of this date, 

Furs and peltries, 

Cash, - . 

Debts, 

Furniture, 

Factory buildings, estimated at 

Sandusky Factory. 

Merchandise on hand, per inven¬ 
tory of this date, - . g J20 031 

Furs and peltries, &c. . ’ 7 68 471 

- - 1,029 48? 

Furniture, &c. . . us J 

Factory buildings. - . gl4 65* 

LaU Factory at Belle Fonfannc. 

Factoiy buildings and land at¬ 
tached thereto, as per invento- 
>y of tliis date, - . j 2 oo 

Bonds in the hands of Gen. Clark, 
iigent at St. Louis, received for 
goods put into his hands by 
Uodolph Tellier, late factor at 
Iselle Fontannc and remaining 
of the funds of that factory, 876 86 


r 


5,881 03 


RECAPITULATION. 

M ^act diSC aS ShcWn in thisab * 

Debts, . ‘ 64 

Furniture, . ' 19,554 89 

Factory buildings, &c. \ *. 


Amount carried forward, 


149,147 04 
149,147 04 

















Abstract (B) continued. 


Amount brought forward, 

Deduct, loss on Indian debts, many 
of which old and unsettled from 
the commencement of the business, 
amountas shewn above g 19,554 89, 
estimated at 50 per cent. - 9,777 44£ 

Deduct, loss on furs and peltries in 
the hands of the factors run out in 
money at the prices taken in at by 
them, (see note on abstract D) 
amount as shewn above, dollars 
42,154 42, estimated at 25 per 
cent - - - 10,538 60] 

Deduct, loss on the buildings erected 
at the factories, most of which be¬ 
ing remote from settlements will be 
of no value, when the trading 
houses may be moved or discon¬ 
tinued, amount as shewn above, 

$ 9,579 78, estimated at 50 per 
cent. - 4,789 89 


Dollars, 124,041 10 


(C.) 

ABS TRACT of Peltries in the hands of Thomas Bourke, 
Agent for the United States’ Indian Factories, Savan¬ 
nah, on the 31st December, 1809. 


FROM HIGHWASSEE FACTORY 

0 bundles deer skins, weighing at the factory, per Mr. Bourke’i 
inventory of 31st December, 1809, 680 lb. at 12* cents, 
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(D.) 


ABSTRACT of Peltries, Furs, &c. forwarded at various times, from sundry Tradi 

New Orleans, not -■ Cjl -—'- 

Indians by the factors, 




1809, January 24, 
December 16, 


1809, April 29, 
May 8, 


1807, December 23, 

1808, December 12, 

1809, May 29, 

1808, March 29, 

December 12, 

1808, February 11, 

1809, February 9, 


1809, December, 


1809, December 26, 


FROM WHAT FACTORY. DESCRIPTION OF SKINS. WEIGHT. 


Chaktaw factory, 
ditto, 
ditto, . 
ditto, 
ditto, . 
ditto, 
ditto, . 
ditto, 

Chickasaw factory, 
ditto, 
ditto, . 

/ ditto, 
ditto, . 
ditto, 
ditto, . 
ditto, 
ditto, . 
ditto, 

Arkensas factory, 
ditto, 
ditto, . 
ditto, 
ditto, . 

Natchitoches factory 
ditto, . 
ditto, 
ditto, . 
ditto, 

Osage factory, 
ditto, 
ditto, . 
ditto, 

Le Moin factory, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto, . 

Arkensas factory, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto, 


Purchased by Mr. Saul, 


Red deer skins, 
grey do. 

red do. . 

grey do. 

red do. . 

grey do. 

shaved do. . 

bear skins, . 

red deer skins, 

grey do. 

shaved do. 

red do. 

grey do. . 

in hair do. 

shaved do. 

in hair do. 

bear skins, 

Wolf and panther, 

shaved deer skins, 


do. 


do. 


in hair do. . 

shaved deer skins, 
in the hair do. . 
shaved do. 
in the hair do. . 
bearskins, (supposed, 

shaved deer skins, 
otter skins, 

bear skins, 1st quality, 
do. do. 2d do. 

shaved deer skins, 
in the hair do. 
bear skins, 1st quality, 
do. 2d do. 
otter skins, . 
bees wax, 
tallow, 

shaved deer skins, . 
in the hair, 
otter skins, 
bearskins, 
common do. 
bear skins, 


pipe# to pack in, 


lbs. 4178 
16799 


2785 
55 
21619 
3300 
11275 
131 skins 
108 skins 


277 

4467 
8475 
12735 
19513 
80 skins, 


256 skins, 
1055 skins, 


13436 
1273 
78 skins 


3359 80 
1875 60 
2167 20 
678 40 


86 25 
1501 75 
153 75 
696 25 
13 75 
5404 75 
1237 50 
2818 75 
131 
27 


1385 28 
1231 92 
304 56 


4836 96 
318 25 
160 29 


9 8 


I NOTE. The furs and peltries forwarded from Arkensas, to Mr. Saul, on the 26th December, had not reached him on the 
31st of that month, but as they have been received by him since, and are not included in the account of property on hand at the fac¬ 
tory, at that date, it was thought proper to add them to this estimate. 

NOTE. It is to be remarked that all the above peltries are carried out in money, at the prices at which they were taken in 
at the different factories, and that the practice in traffic with Indians, is to allow good prices for skins, and to obtain the rate of barter, 
intended, by putting on the adequate advance on the goods furnished them. This circumstance, and because great part of them have 
been on hand, for want of a market, from one to two years, much damage may be expected- A. reduction of at least 40 per 
cent, maybe estimated on the amount, g . * . . „ ... 

Dollars, _ 
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(E.) 

'HfeStraCt Merchandise forwarded to sundry Factories from 
the Office of Superintendent of Indian Trade, which had 
not reached said Factories at the date of their last inven¬ 
tories rendered, and which is not included in the amounl 
of property on hand at the Factories, per abstract (B.) 


CHAKTAW FACTORY. 

Amount of merchandise forwarded, on 29th October, 1808, and 
on 8th June, 1809, ------ 

NATCHITOCHES FACTORY. 

Amount of merchandise forwarded on 28th November, 1809, 

FORT WAYNE FACTORY. 

•! 1! , . 

Amount of merchandise forwarded on 9th June, and on 28th 
July, 1809,. 

LE MOIN FACTORY. 

Amount of merchandise forwarded on 9th May, 5th June, and 
1 115th June, 1809,. 

OAKMULGE FACTORY. 

Amount of merchandise forwarded on 28th November, 1809, 
FORT OSAGE. 

Amount of merchandise forwarded on 5th June, 1809, 

Dollars, 


8,158 29 

2,134 81 

4,686 87 

5,130 07 

4,081 43 

1,327 69 
25,519 16 
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(E.) 

i JS1' of Balances due the Superintendent of Indian Trade, 
31st December, 1809. 


Bills ivccivable $ 8,600 f—, viz: 

Four drafts, dram by William H. Harrison, gover¬ 
nor of the Indiana territory, on the secretary of 
war, favor of John Johnston, factor at Fort 

Wayne, all dated in October. 1809, and accept- 

ed, but not then paid, amounting to - 7.570 95 

One dratt. John Sibley, on the secretary of war, 
favor Thomas M. Linnard. factor at'Natchito¬ 
ches, dated 14th September, 1809, not yet paid, 1,029 13 

Thomas Crab, gun smith, adv anced him on account of work to 
be done, - . 

Baylis and Purkins, same, . . 

Thomas Colclaz^r, same, ... 

Cash account-balance of cash on hand, - " . 

Meichandise account - balance of goods on hand, 

James Maury, United States’ consul, LiveriK>o|l-balance re- 
maming in his hands, of goods ordered, 

Joseph Lopes Dias, age nt N. York-for sale of skins-Notes 
not yet due, 

Thomas Butirkc, agent Savannah—remaining in his hands, 

Thomas Waterman, agent Philadelphia—amount of sales of 
skins—Notes not yet due, 

8,600 08 

28 70 
300 

100 

17,283 03 
23,811 92 

88 85 

4,622 83 
238 75 

2,010 29 

Dollars, 

57,084 45 
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(G.) 

Abstract of furs and peltries in the possession of John Ma- 
son, Superintendent of Indian trade, received from the 
factories on Osage and Le Moin rivers. 


OSAGE FACTORY. 

Invoice of 1st June, 1809. 

4 tierces, containing 655 Indian dressed deer skins, 
received from New-Orleans, through theagency of 


Joseph Saul, a l 50, - - - 982 50 

4'tierces, a 2 00 - - - - 8 

Invoice of 1 5th May, 1809. 

1100 lbs. beaver, a 2 00, - - 2,200 

115 lbs. 2nd quality ditto, a 1 00 - - 115 


1420 muskrat, raccoon, wild cat and fox skins, a25 cts. 355 
6 wolfskins, a 1 00, 

Invoice 1st June, 1809. 

600 lbs. beaver, a 2 00 
328 raccoon, wild cat and fox skins, a 25 cts. 

6 wolf skins, <» 1 00, 

Invoice of the 1 6th July, 1809. 

256 lbs. beaver, a 2 00, 

91 raccoon and wild cat skins, a 25 cts. 

7 wolf skins, a 75 cts. ... 


LE MOIN FACTORY. 

invoice of March 28th, 1809. 

710£ lbs. beaver, estimated a 8 2 per. lb. 

1353 muskrat skins, estimated a 25 cts. ea. 
3585 raccoon skins, estimated a 25 cts. ea. 


1,421 

338 25 
896 25 


Office of Indian trade, Mst December, 1809. 












list -of balances due from the Superintendent of Indian 
trade, on the 31st December, 1809. 


Peter Gansevoort, jun. former military agent at Alban}-, for 
transportation, - 

Joseph Saul, agent at New-Orlcans, due him, • 

I /evi Sheftall, late military agent at Savannah, 

John W. Bronaugh, agent for transportation, 

John Teakle, on nrcountof goods purchased of him, 

William Clarke, military agent at Saint Louis, 

L. and P. Lannay due them for merchandize, 

E. I. Dupont de Nemours and Co. due them for gun powder, 

L. 11. Gansevoort, late military agent, Albany, due him, 
Anthony Lamb, present military agent at Albany, estimated 


1,590 

1,677 

967 

49 

100 

.830 

720 

568 

534 

1.390 


25 

29 

22 

74 

49 

90 

13 

67 


OFFICE INDIAN TRADE, 

_ 18th January, 1808. 

UNDERSTANDING that a committee or Congress have been ap 
pointed on the subject of Indian affairs, I l>eg leave to submit to your consider¬ 
ation some alterations, which appeal- to me to be requisite in the law regulating 
the trading house establishment. ° 

By this law it is qot permitted to export on public account either furs or pel 
tries—experience, as the books and correspondence of my predecessor will shew 
has proven that the demand for peltries, particularly deerskins, of which o-reat 
numbers,.in our trade with the Indians, are of necessity taken, is by no means e- 
qual to the quantities furnished, of course if restricted to be sold here, great sacri 
frees must be made, and such as must in spite of every vigilance on the part of the 
superintendent and the agents, inevitably diminish foe fund set apart for this trade: 
although it is believed that the demand for furs commonly used by hatters, in the 
manufactory of hats, is sqflicient in this country to iflford reasonable competition 
and sales, yet the existing restrictions to hold not less than six public sales in each 
year, and not more than two thereof in any one state, operate much against the 
lund, as thereby the President has it not in his power to select that market 1 in the 
United States, at which may have been found the greatest demand and best prices, 
as was evinced by the s^k-s of the last year. 

The law authorises the President to draw annually from the treasury, a sum 
I '°‘ c)( , c 7 l "f! ten thousand dollars, f 9 r the payment of the agents and their clerks, 
at the different trading houses, and allows the agents to draw from the’ public sup- 
plies two rations each, and their clerks one ration each, per diem; this has been 
commuted to subsistence money, and is paid at this office. There are now estab- 











XI ZtlSSr* 8 h "““- h “™S one ^ „ onc assisl . nt „ 

iO agen^ l at *1,250 ; 9 at * 1,000 pep annum, 
subsistence money to each, a * 365 per annum 

Allowance annually for furniture s 125 ’ ' 

10 assistants, at S 600 per annum, 

n'^Subsistence money n $ 180 per annum/ 

T,vn‘S 0 , f "’ C P ”' ,S - 'o^PoosoSly leqwisite, 
say /, at s 400 per annum, 

Occasional interpreting at other posts, say . 


10,250 

3,650 

250 

6,000 

1,800 


2,800 

250 


$ 25,000 


SST* S “' racnti " tke eonfeeaUon of the eor resp „, ufcn ce of HR,. 

Thus it appears, that a sum of not less than twenty-five thousand dollars i 
requisite for paying the salaries at the trading houses. ^ * * 

to do at this time with ta/diil^ 

tie their accounts quarterly, and to keep an extensive set of b^oks m d a cons " 
durable correspondence with others on the business of this establ shment Two 
clerks cannot be had for less than sixteen hundred dollars, and this rate is certai^ 
ly moderate, when compared with the rate of clerk hire allowed in the other public 
ofii-es ; and it ls to be remarked, that the clerks of this office are restated from 
any trade or commerce, which ,s not the case with those in anyoT e o her o" 
bees. If the number at trading houses are extended, more aid here, will yS be ne 
cessary ; at this time I have but one clerk engaged, and the fact is, with my whde 
tone, I am not thus able to keep the business of the office from going behind hand 
i fi, AS fr thC Pr °?' 1Ct -'l of ext,>nd . , »g the privilege of franking letters and packets 
o this office, you sir, who have witnessed their number and frequency in passing 
through your department and the inconvenience attending the present mode of 

conducting the correspondence, can best judge. 

With very great respect, 

I have the honor to be, Ac. Ac. 

(Signed) J. MASON, Sup. I. T, 

General Henry Dearborn, 

Secretary of War, tVashington. 


SIR, 


OFFICE INDIAN TRADE, 

1 st February, 1808. 


IN the letter which I had the honor to write you on the 1.8th ult. the 
annual compensation to the agents and assistant agents at the different trading 
houses, is said to stand thus: 9 agents, at 8 1,000 each ; 1, $ 1.250; subsistence mo- 
a ey to each 8865; 10 assistant agents, at S 600; subsistence money to each 8 1.80. 
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This statement, which was taken from one made by my predecessor, 1 found in 
the office, and was supposed at the time, by me, to contain the actual sums now 
paid; on more strict examination, I find it was conjectural only of what would 
probably be the settled rates of compensation. 

The rates now actually.paid, are 1 agent, £ 1,2.50 salary, and 365 subsistence 
money; 8 agents, 53 1,000 salary, and 365 subsistence money; and 1 agent, S750 
salary, and 270 subsistence money; 1 assistant agent, £600 salary, and 180 sub¬ 
sistence money ; 2 assistant agents, S 500 salary, and 130 subsistence money ; 5 
assistant agents, at S 500 salary, and .150 subsistence money—there appears to be 


two factories at this time without assistant agents 

1 agent, £ 1,2.50 ; 8 agents, a £ 1,000,. 9,250 

Subsistence money to each, 365 per annum, . 3,285 

1 agent, £ 750 ; subsistence, 270, . 1,020 

1 assistant agent, «£ 600 ; subsistence, 180, . . 780 

2 assistant do. a £500: do. 180, .... 1,360 

5 assistant do. a £500; do. 150, . 3,250 


Dollars, . , 18,9 45 


Although the variation is not considerable, I consider it right to state the 
fact; the want of accuracy in the first statement, I pray may be attributed to the 
true, cause, that from the short time I have been in office, and with but slender' 
aid, 1 have not been as yet able .to examine all the papers and accounts belonging 
to this establishment. 

With great respect, 

I am, Sir, See. Sec. 

(Signed) .7, MASON, Sup. I. '1’. 

The honorable Henry Dearborn, 

Secretary of War. 


SIR. 


OFFICE INDIAN TRADE, 

January 16th, 1809. 


15 V instructions from the secretary of war, to communicate to you 
such information as may have been acquired at this office, as to the operation of 
the act for establishing trading houses with the Indian tribes, I take the liberty 
to addressyou. 

By this act it is not permitted to export furs or peltries. Experience has pro¬ 
ven that the home demand for peltries, particularly deer skins, (of which great 
numbers are of necessity taken from.the Indians) is by no means equal to the. 
quantity furnished, of course if restricted to be sold here, great sacrifices will often 
be made. 


For furs commonly used by liatters in the manufactury of hats, it is believ¬ 
ed the demand in this country is sufficient to afford reasonable, competition and 
sales, but the existing restrictions operate much against the fund, by narrowing 
the choice even among our own markets. 

It appears to have been contemplated by the present law, to pay from the 
treasury the salaries requisite to conduct this establishment, and by not taxing 
the fund therewith to give the Indians their supplies on better terms -.the increase 
of the business by adding to the number of the trading houses, and spreading 
more extensively the benefits of the system among the various tribes, has, how¬ 
ever in part, compelled a departure from this plan and occasioned heavy drafts 
from the funds. 


_ 
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ttSsSHSsSGaSgsai 

8 “ £*, , ’ 00 °<*" - #*»P«- ..^ 

1 at f a ' K J f f 5 subsistence money, 

I at t. /SO and 0 270 subsistence money] 


8 10,920 
3,495 
1,020 


7b assistant agents or clerks 

•-> at S 500 and 150 subsistence money. 

Interpreters arc requisite at most of the cost • iu. 

It U •M , Sa i ' y h J 400 P e ‘- annum, say St 8 p^ts aVera S erate 
rtsVonly Lv ° * a ^ aeat ab °4 that* of the 12 facto 

»i -in liuyrsscjs*' " dditi ”" 


3,250 

20,145 

3,200 


. S 25,295 

l housand doliaVs |“r annim^ FourtwSundrettl ^ UlC - , treasu, % » one 
hundred dollars from the funds of this estab khmern ■ “n ,>a,d ’ ofwbic h four 
at the trading houses. An additional accounting.* Case of the “gents 

as the business of the otlice cannot be kept up with the nr lndls P e, ? sabl .V requisite, 
x therefore be thought right to appropriate frnm <hw P assistancc : should 
the annual expenses of agents, l l ™ough to cover 

hundred dollars for the trading houses on‘the1w Y , ‘ ,Ve th< “d three 

hundred for this otlice, will be requisfte ' a,ld two ‘housand four 

wtattbST?SS^to , 25irs £ tmd f0 \ ,l “ » 

tending the system, it is not for me to |y c an olbn ite :T 1R P ° licy ofex ' 
remark, tliat the last has been an unfortunate ve£wV . iTl evcr P™per to 
that the peltries depending for sale on foreign /Li! J the establishment, as well 

£* r“ ll “ W£^35tlSsglb d 

the lactones liave risen considerably in price. 7 d the SU PP hes ot 
Je cor^^xondence must b<Tconstant alidSS^^K^,^ 

M 1 ith very great respect, 

I have the honor to be, &c. &e. 

( S S aed ) J- MASON, Supt In, Tr. 

Tlle hm - Thomas Norton, Chairman of the 

Committee of Commerce and Manufactures. 






(COPY.) 

Indian Tuape Office, Jamary 29th, 1810. 

Tlie hon. Albert Gallatin, 

■ Secretary of the Treasury. 

9 ’Jeremiah W. Bronaugh, m 

John Fowler, " .. (j00 

and Meade Fitzhugh, " - - 

S 2,200 

Foor hu „drcd «. oC which -I-M* £ 

^SrAw-s-saH 

"3fe7^3SSa=S 

£?Sft ° t ''e'r, toa ilS h S JtTuT tnuk particularly, a complect 

a 'tfZZSK w2&4r** 0, ' C j."f ST™ *£&■<* e'erk hire 1* 

1 Store lake Hie liberty to ’ ®S Lthe act of 18Q6) of two thousand 
made (including the $ ^ '^tbrnit to your considerate the 

With very great respect, &c. &c. 


(Signed) 









